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ments of Italy, Greece and Romania. 
However, above all, Dr. Ancona’s 
paramount interest lay in his patients. 
With them he was indefatigable, com- 
passionate and humane. To medical 
students who complained of the in- 
evitable inconveniences of a physi- 
cian’s life he liked to say, ‘‘Just re- 


San Francisco until August, 1975, 
earning the respect of colleagues and 
the gratitude of patients. He remained 
intellectually curious and mentally 
alert until the very end, spending his 
last year annotating a collection of his 
father’s recordings. A remarkably well 
read physician, he continued to edit 


the allergy section of ‘‘Current 
Medical Literature’’ until he was well 
into his eighties. He was almost 90 
when he died on September 2, 1976. 
PIERO MUSTACCHI, M.D. 


member that you had a choice in 
becoming a doctor, while the patient 
was not asked whether he wanted to 
be ill.”’ 

Giacomo R. Ancona practiced in 


£9 % 


“The physician should be of tender disposition, of wise and gentle. nature and more 
especially an acute observer, capable of benefitting everyone by accurate diagnosis, that is 
to say by rapid deduction of the unknown from the known. And no physician can be of 
tender disposition if he fails to recognize the nobility of man; nor of philosophical nature 
unless he be acquainted with logic; nor an acute observer unless he be strengthened by 
God’s guidance; and he who is not an accurate observer will not arrive at a correct un- 
derstanding of the cause of any ailment.”’ 

Extracts from an early century manuscript 


‘*A faithful friend is the medicine of life.’’ 


The Bible 
Apocrypha 
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